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University Sector Support to the UN’s
Decade of Action

SDSN holds 3rd Global Solutions Forum
A group of 5 selected global innovators from
national and regional SDSNs presented their
breakthrough efforts from Bangladesh, Cyprus,
Thailand, Turkey and Colombia, focusing on
practical solutions to better move forward
without leaving anyone behind.
The following winning solutions were
presented:
Digital KICK (Knowledge Information
Content Kiosk) for supporting SDG in South
Asia during the Pandemic, SDSN Bangladesh
Ecopark around the Arroyohondo watershed,
Colombia
Social mediation for conflict resolution,
Cyprus
Localizing SDGs in Thailand: Towards a
More Inclusive National Science, Research,
and Innovation (SRI) Plan, SDSN Thailand
Cities 2030: Localization of Sustainable
Development Goals in Turkey, SDSN Turkey
Click here for details.

On January 18, 2022, the Asia, Europe and the
Middle East University Presidents Meeting brought
together University Presidents, UN and Government
representatives, and ect., to discuss how universities
can contribute to the SDGs and the Paris Climate
Agreement and engage with local governments and
communities through their key functions.
Key Takeaways
Connections - the willingness of the SDSN to ensure
and cultivate the connections of the universities,
and that a special, global session on education in
September 2022 during the UN General Assembly.
Curriculum Development there is a need and the
opportunity to help develop the curriculum of
sustainable development.
Global Partnerships of New Kinds all sorts of
partnerships can be made, including with those
universities that are in specific locations and lead
on certain topics.
Joint Active Research
more active research
programs are needed - common pathways analysis,
common climate adaptation strategies and common
tools. And students have to be involved and must be
brought into research activities.
Funding and Finance
greater support is needed
for the consortium of universities. SDSN will seek
funding to enable better online access to particular
shared tools, resources, etc.
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GRANT-MAKING
OPPORTUNITIES
Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation
Fund
Provides targeted grants to individual species
conservation initiatives, recognize leaders in the
field and elevate the importance of species in the
broader conservation debate.
Funding information: max. grant size is USD
25,000; any application asking for more than this
will be rejected. Total project budget can be
higher if there are other funding sources.
Deadline: Feb 28, 2022.

Global Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA)
Fund

Bio-Bridge Initiative, Convention on
Biological Diversity
For the fourth round of technical and scientific
cooperation demonstration projects under the BioBridge Initiative. Provides seed funding to incubate
projects and partnerships that promote exemplary
approaches, particularly through South-South and
triangular cooperation, to address biodiversityrelated issues and challenges, and showcase good
practices and lessons learned.
Funding information: Funding up to USD 20,000 is
available.
Deadline: Mar 1, 2022.

New Pitch for the Grant 2022, World
Wetlands Day

Provides rapid and targeted support through seed
capital for innovative approaches to ecosystembased adaptation (EbA) to climate change.
Funding information: for contributions of USD
50,000 to 250,000, with no specified or prioritized
regional or country focus. The maximum project
duration is 36 months.
Deadline: Feb 28, 2022.

Inviting individuals, community organizations and
social enterprises to submit pitches of project ideas
or initiatives, which aim to contribute to healthy
wetlands by either promoting conservation,
restoration or improved management.
Funding information: winning project idea or
initiative will receive EUR 10,000 provided by
Danone.
Deadline: Mar 2, 2022.

Climate Investment Challenge

Grants Program, National Geographic Society

To develop and describe creative financial
solutions and innovations addressing the defining
challenge of our time – climate change. This
could include identifying untapped climate
finance opportunities or developing innovative
financial structures or instruments that improve
the bankability of climate investments.
Funding information: winning and runner-up
teams awarded GBP 10,000 and GBP 5,000
respectively.
Deadline: Feb 28, 2022.

Provides seed funding and support to early career
individuals, as well as those more advanced in their
careers, who are working to address critical
challenges, advance new solutions, and inspire
positive transformation across all seven continents.
Funding information: Level I grants receive funding
up to USD 20,000 and offer unique opportunities for
training, networking, and mentorship; Level II grants
are extremely competitive and recipients receive
funding up to USD 100,000
Deadline: Apr 13, 2022.

EVENTS
INTERNATIONAL FORUM on DIGITAL and
DEMOCRACY. Towards a sustainable
Evolution

The two-day conference aims to be a meeting place
between politics and academics and a moment of
confrontation, promoting international collaboration
through the exchange of information, ideas and best
practices. International Forum on Digital and
Democracy will address the following issues:
How is it possible to deal with both speed and
scale of digital besides the policymaking process,
also considering the current analogic “ecosystem”
of institutions?
What should an analysis of guarantees,
limitations, obligations, privacy, transparency look
like, in the current changing scenario?
What are the main features of recent
experimentations, and which lessons should we
learn from them?
In this fast-paced digital society, how we can
build sound hypotheses for the future of
democracy?
The Forum will take place in Rome on 17 and 18
November 2022 as a hybrid online and in person
event.
If you would like to become a Knowledge Partner,
please send an email to: info@ifdad.org or check the
website.

