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To Reduce Inequality and Inequity in
Food Systems, Involve the Disadvantaged

New HORIZON 2020 project aims to
build an ecosystem for innovative
climate change adaptation solutions

Starting in October 2021 and run over 12
months, SDSN Sustainable Agriculture and Food
Systems, in partnership with Foresight4Food
and APRA, are running an e-Dialogue series to
explore who is at risk of being left-behind as
food systems transform. The first session of the
series explored the successes and failures of
integrating social inequality considerations into
food systems research. It is often assumed that
by working with disadvantaged groups
inequalities are reduced. Yet, agricultural
interventions may perpetuate and exacerbate
social inequalities among intended
beneficiaries. Panelists shared eye-opening
experiences and identified urgent next steps to
proactively integrate a social equity perspective
into food systems research and development.
The audience shared their views on through an
online, collaborative whiteboard, with
contributions available here.
Full details on this series is available on the
Foresight4Food website.

A brand-new Horizon 2020 project entitled
“Climate Resilient Regions Through Systemic
Solutions and Innovations—ARSINOE”, kicked off
on October 1, 2021. ARSINOE is financed by the
European Commission with a total budget of 15
million euros and is coordinated by the University
of Thessaly. It brings together 41 partners from 15
countries and intends to be a game-changer for
shaping pathways to resilience by delivering
regional innovation packages that build an
ecosystem to develop and implement innovative
climate change adaptation measures and solutions
across Europe.
Nine widely varied regions across Europe will
demonstrate the ARSINOE three-tier approach as a
proof-of-concept with regards to its applicability,
replicability, potential and efficacy.
The UN SDSN is participating in several of the 8
Work Packages.
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NU GSPP hosted the 5th International
Conference on “Policy Change and
Sectoral Reforms in Eurasia”
On October 15-16, 2021, the Nazarbayev University
Graduate School of Public Policy (NU GSPP) hosted
the 5th annual international conference on “Policy
Change and Sectoral Reforms in Eurasia”. The
Conference was held in a partnership with National
University of Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy, Astana Civil Service Hub, Association of
Regional Environmental Initiatives “ECOJER”, and
Food and Agriculture Organization of UN.
Researchers, academics, experts, civil service
practitioners, and students from Kazakhstan,
Finland, Germany, Greece, India, Italy, Japan,
Kyrgyzstan, Montenegro, Russia, Singapore, Sweden,
Tajikistan, and the UK participated in the online
event.

Roundtable 1: Environmental Policy on
Corporate Social Responsibility in the context
of Sustainable Development in Kazakhstan

In partnership with ECOJER the Roundtable were
organized, where industry and government officials
discussed aspects of corporate social responsibility
and environmental policy, focusing on the SDGs and
sustainable development issues in the relevant area.
The participants in the discussion were asked a
number of questions, to which they gave their
answers and comments, and also spoke about the
specifics of their activities.

Roundtable 2: Sustainable Development and
Education in the Tertiary Educational Sector in
Kazakhstan

Roundtable 3: Sustainable Land Use Resources
and Food Systems in Kazakhstan

The Roundtable was organized in partnership with
FAO Kazakhstan. Roundtable participants with
representatives of German universities focused on
land use in Kazakhstan, representatives of Kazakh
research institutes and government agencies of the
Ministry of Agriculture discussed on the aggravation
of weather extremes (droughts in south Kazakhstan)
in terms of frequency and intensity , and how
Kazakhstan copes with these challenges, as well as
FAO experts in Kazakhstan and headquarters in Rome
talked about ‘’green’’ agriculture in Kazakhstan and
the major policy initiatives to enhance sustainability
on food systems in the country.

Roundtable 4: Youth and Student Initiatives on
Sustainable Development in Kazakhstan

Jean-Francois Marteau, World Bank Country
Manager for Kazakhstan thanked NU for inviting
World Bank to start the conference and emphasized
the importance on focusing on the 18- months
COVID pandemic and its effects on public policies
especially in relation to poverty and unemployment.
The links of the NU GSPP Conference Panel sessions
and Roundtables can be found here.

A Roundtable was held to discuss the inclusion of
sustainable development science in the curricula of
the country's universities and the progress made in
implementing the SDGs in higher education. The
participants of the discussion also talked about the
coordination of activities to achieve the SDGs in
Kazakh universities in the field of research, education
and administrative management.

At this Roundtable, student associations discussed
current and future plans to integrate the SDGs into
their activities and improve cooperation through
SDSN NU and between associations.

GRANT-MAKING
OPPORTUNITIES
Call for Applications, Minor Foundation for
Major Challenges
Small and Large Grants to support communication
projects which advance the transition to a low
carbon economy.
Funding information: small grants up to EUR
10,000 and large grants in range of EUR 20,000 –
200,000
Deadline: Nov 26, 2021.

Small Research Grants Program, Spencer
Foundation
Aims to support education research projects that
contribute to the improvement of education,
broadly conceived. Proposals must be for academic
research projects that aim to study education.
Proposals for activities other than research are not
eligible (e.g., program evaluations, professional
development, curriculum development,
scholarships, and capital projects).
Funding information: up to USD 50,000
Deadline: Dec 1, 2021.

Request for Proposals, Science for Nature
and People Partnership
To find new cross-sector and interdisciplinary
teams willing to do science differently for lasting
impact. Funds science that rapidly leads to
tangible and enduring benefits to conservation
and sustainable development.
Funding information: up to USD 1 million total
across 4-6 approved working groups
Deadline: Dec 10, 2021.

New Margaret McNamara Education Grants
for Women
The MMEG’s mission is to assist women from
developing countries who are pursuing their
education with the aim of improving the lives of
women and children in their countries.
Deadline: Jan 15, 2022.

Call for Applications, Fund for International
Development, OPEC
To provide financial assistance to developing
countries, particularly low-income countries, in
support of their economic and social development
efforts.
Funding information: amounts of up to USD
100,000, OPEC Fund's contribution to a stand-alone
project should not exceed 50% of the total cost of
the said project
Deadline: Ongoing

EVENTS
International Conference “AI for People:
Towards Sustainable AI” (CAIP’21)
The International Conference “AI for People:
Towards Sustainable AI” was born out of the idea
of shaping Artificial Intelligence technology around
human and societal needs. While Artificial
Intelligence (AI) can be a beneficial tool, its
development and its deployment impact society
and the environment in ways that need to be
thoroughly addressed and confronted.
For its first edition (CAIP'21), the conference will
focus on Sustainable AI, covering different
aspects of social development, environmental
protection, and economic growth applied in the
design and deployment of AI systems. There will
be two paths: Public and Academic. The paths are
not mutually exclusive, which means that you can
attend both. More information will be made
available soon.
The conference will be held online, 20-24
November 2021.

Fund for Innovation in Development Grant
Program
A new initiative to support innovation that
contributes to reducing global poverty and
inequality. Through flexible grant funding, FID
enables innovators and researchers to test new
ideas, build rigorous evidence of what works, and
scale the highest-impact and most cost- effective
solutions.
Deadline: Ongoing

A more detailed description can be found here.

