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GOOD GOVERNANCE MATTERS



GSPP visit to Novosibirsk 

Vice-Dean for Academic Affairs Colin Knox and Marketing Manager Yulia Kaufman visited Siberian 

Institute of Management on 15 – 18 April 2019. The Institute is a branch of the Russian Presidential 

Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA). 

The purpose of the visit was to explore areas of potential collaboration including student and faculty 

exchange, executive education programs and potential research projects. 

Professor Knox delivered lectures on "Public Sector Reforms in Central Asia" to the students of the 

International Relation Program, and on "Open Government" to the students of Public Administration 

Department. Also GSPP representatives held sessions about Nazarbayev University and GSPP 

programs for students and professors of various schools with the participation of more than 60 students 

and professors, and representatives of state bodies. 

Professor Knox also discussed possible research projects with the Siberian Institute of Management. 

The Siberian Institute faculty members have been active participants in the GSPP conference and will 

continue to attend this event on a yearly basis. 

https://gspp.nu.edu.kz/en/strategies-for-effective-public-communication-2/


IASIA-KTU Conference 

Vice-Dean for Academic Affairs Colin Knox and Dr. Saltanat Janenova attended the IASIA-KTU 

conference: "Corruption, Ethics and Culture in Public Administration" on 23 - 27 April 2019, Kaunas, 

Lithuania and presented a paper: Public Service Ethics in Central Asia. The IASIA is an entity of the 

International Institute of Administrative Sciences (IIAS). It is an association of organizations and 

individuals whose activities and interests focus on public administration and management. The 

activities of IASIA target the education and training of public administrators and managers.  

GSPP representatives have also explored possible research collaboration with colleagues in Saint 

Petersburg State University, Russia who are working on a similar topic area. This opens up an 

opportunity for cross-country comparative work. Follow the link for more information. 

Earth Science - Economics - Public Policy Research in Kazakhstan 

Professor Peter Howie was invited by St. Andrews University for a visit to start working on a grant 

proposal for second round funding from the UK Global Challenges Research Fund. The fund supports 

cutting-edge interdisciplinary research that addresses the challenges faced by developing countries. St. 

Andrews University, Satbayev University in Almaty, and Nazarbayev University are working as a 

partnership to perform earth science - economics - public policy research in Kazakhstan.   

Summer School on “Sustainability Assessment for Central Asia in Tashkent” 

Aliya Assubayeva, 1st year Ph.D. student participated in the International Summer School on 

“Sustainability Assessment for Central Asia in Tashkent” on 29 April – 5 May. The Summer School 

was financed by Volkswagen Foundation and organized by Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape 

Research (Germany) and Tashkent Institute of Irrigation and Agricultural Mechanization Engineers 

(Uzbekistan). Forty participants (PostDocs, Ph.D. Students, Master Students) from 10 countries 

discussed Sustainability Assessment of the Water–Energy–Food Nexus: Interdisciplinary Approaches 

for Central Asia. In addition to lectures on advanced research methods, the Summer School was 

accompanied by group works, sports activities, excursions, and cultural events.   

  

https://www.iias-iisa.org/
https://www.palgrave.com/la/book/9789811332142


GSPP Research Seminars 

Professor Tej Kumar Karki from Lovely Professional 

University, Punjab, India held a seminar on 

“Consequences of Flawed Decisions in Public Policy: 

a Case Study from Houston and Boston” City on 29 

April 2019 at Nazarbayev University. 

Maxat Kassen, Professor of Political Science at 

Eurasian Humanities Institute, Candidate’s Degree in 

Political Sciences, Academy of Public 

Administration of Kazakhstan held a seminar on 

“Open Data Politics: Theory and Practice” on 30 

April 2019. 

Faisal Rana, Assistant Professor in Department of 

Finance at Effat University, Saudi Arabia. 

PhD in Economics and Finance, Massey University, 

New Zealand held a seminar on “Do Remittance 

Inflows Smooth Income and Consumption? Evidence 

from Developing Countries” 

on 6 May 2019. 

Aleksandr Novikau, PhD in Political Science, 

Northern Arizona University, USA held a seminar on 

“Environmental Issues, Agendas and Ideologies” on 

3 May 2019. 

Aleksandr Novikau, PhD in Political Science, 

Northern Arizona University, USA held a seminar on 

“Environmental Issues, Agendas and Ideologies” on 

3 May 2019. 

Zhanibek Arynov, Senior Expert, Institute of World 

Economics and Politics (IWEP) held a seminar on 

“Decaying Beauty? Image(s) of the EU in 

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan”. 

GSPP took part in the NU Staff Games 

The Department of Human Resources Management 

organized on 18 April 2019 NU Intellectual Staff 

Games for all employees of NU. 15 teams took part 

in the games. GSPP was represented in three national 

teams: KAPUR, Bazinga and Julio Knows. The last 

two teams took the second and the third places. 



Publications 

We are glad to share with you publication 'The e-government paradox in post-Soviet countries' in 

International Journal of Public Sector Management by Prof. Colin Knox and Dr. Saltanat Janenova 

Abstract 

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the emergence of e-government in post-Soviet countries 

using Kazakhstan as a case study. Extant research on e-government in developing countries highlights 

significant benefits including improved public services, reduced corruption, and more open and 

inclusive government. The paper asserts the presence of an e-government paradox which limits its 

potential to improve public services. 

The research finds evidence of an e-government paradox in five forms: an emphasis on technological 

development; transactional services are faster but have displaced attention from core public services; 

petty corruption has been reduced but grand corruption remains; isomorphic mimicry, and greater 

participation by citizens has been limited. 

Report on ‘’Water Initiative in South Asia-WISA’’ workshop 

A technical report has been published on the ‘’Water Initiative in South 

Asia-WISA’’ workshop that has taken place in Nazarbayev University 

on 13-14 December 2018. The report has been published in 

collaboration with Imperial College, UK and funded by British Council 

by focusing on the role of Scientific Research in the Cooperative 

Governance and Management of Transboundary River Basins.  

The WISA Phase 2 Workshop on Cooperative Governance and 

Management of Transboundary River Basins was hosted by Imperial 

College London and Nazarbayev University in Astana, Kazakhstan, 

in December 2018. The workshop built on the outcomes of the WISA 

workshop held in November 2017 in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Delegates in Kathmandu worked on water, health and sanitation issues to identify the key challenges 

for bridging the gap between water science and policy in the South Asia region. This workshop 

extended the geographical focus to South and Central Asia by attempting to identify the major 

challenges on transboundary water resources in the two regions. It provided a platform for water 

scientists and water management experts to share knowledge and expertise on transboundary issues 

across South and Central Asia. The Phase 2 workshop enabled participants from countries across South 

and Central Asia to discuss the role of scientific research in the cooperative governance and 

management of transboundary river basins. Click here to access the report. 

Journal of Governance 

Riccardo Pelizzo, Ph.D., GSPP Vice Dean for Research & Associate Professor has been added to the 

list of official peer reviewers of the Indonesia Journal of Governance.

https://www.emeraldinsight.com/eprint/sq4wTmGEyFtgQ4tdeID7/full
https://gspp.nu.edu.kz/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/WISA-Astana-Report.pdf
https://gspp.nu.edu.kz/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/WISA-Astana-Report.pdf
https://gspp.nu.edu.kz/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/WISA-Astana-Report.pdf
http://jurnal.untirta.ac.id/index.php/jog/about/displayMembership/77
https://gspp.nu.edu.kz/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/WISA-Astana-Report.pdf


GSPP 
EXECUTIVE 
EDUCATION

STRATEGIC
COMMUNI- 
CATIONS
Date:  18 - 19 June / 25 -
26 June 2019  
Duration: 1.5 days 

CRISIS 
COMMUNI- 
CATIONS
Date: 16 - 17 May / 20 - 
21 June/ 27 - 28 June 
2019 г. Duration: 1.5 
days 

REGULATORY 
IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT
Date: 5 June / 29 
August 2019 

CONTACTS
Should you have any questions on
our executive programs, you can
reach our programme advisors at
execed.gspp@nu.edu.kz or contact
by the phone: + 7 7172 70 64 62 
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