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Guest Lecture on Digitization of healthcare reform
Dr. Olzhas Abishev, Vice Minister of Healthcare of Kazakhstan, held a lecture at GSPP on
digitalization of healthcare reform and associated issues on 25 January 2019.
Dr. Olzhas Abishev is an economist, information technology scientist, and a lawyer. He began his
career in 2000. In different years, he worked in JSC Kazagromarketing, JSC NC Kazakstan Garysh
Sapary, JSC National Information Technologies, JSC National Medical Holding, JSC Center for
Medical Technologies and Information Systems, JSC Center for Military Strategic Studies, JSC Astana
Innovations, Turan Astana University, as well as in commercial structures. From September 2017 until
his appointment as the Vice Minister of Healthcare, he was a director general of the Republican Center
for Electronic Health of the Ministry of Healthcare of Kazakhstan, overseeing the digitization processes
of healthcare.
Dr. Olzhas Abishev provided an overview of the process of healthcare system digitalization. In
particular, he mentioned that reforming the medicines’ purchasing system would allow saving money
for the budget; also, citizens of Kazakhstan can receive medical certificates from psychological and
drug clinics online.
Sharing GSPP Experience
Colin Knox, Vice Dean for Academic Affairs, held a meeting with Botagoz Buralkieva, Associate
Professor at the Department of International Education in the field of countering global threats at the
Academy of Law Enforcement Agencies within the framework of MoU between GSPP and Academy.
Botagoz was on internship at Nazarbayev University. As part of the internship, she attended some
lectures and seminars in Nazarbayev University and had a meeting at GSPP with Professor Colin Knox.
Botagoz Buralkieva provided positive feedback and noted that she had learned about teaching methods,
curriculum development, and case study tasks at GSPP.

Guest Lectures on Natural Resources Policy and Management
Dr. Heracles Polatidis, Senior Lecturer in the Dept. of Earth Sciences, Section Wind Energy in
Uppsala University, Sweden delivered a guest lecture on 29 January 2019.
Dr. Heracles Polatidis has expertise in the areas of sustainable planning and design, covering a broad
spectrum from Energy Planning and Multi-Criteria Analysis to Environmental Policy and Management,
Renewable Energy Technologies and Rational Use of Energy. Dr. Heracles Polatidis offered an
overview of the energy systems by presenting the advantages and disadvantages of renewable and nonrenewable sources and further explaining the significant challenges to be faced by increasing energy
demand worldwide.
Dr. Heracles Polatidis also spoke at the Research Seminar Series on January 30, 2019. In his lecture, he
shared collaboration opportunities given by the European Union’s research programs and the Horizon
2020 forthcoming energy-related Calls for Proposals.
Dr. Vasileios Inglezakis, Associate Professor in the School of Engineering,

Nazarbayev University

delivered a guest lecture on 5th February 2019.
Dr. Inglezakis has a wide area of expertise in the field of advanced materials,
water/wastewater/reclamation, process modeling waste management and soil and climate change.

He is

also leading the Environmental and Resources Efficiency (EREC) Cluster in NU which fosters
innovation in line with the strategic targets of the Republic of Kazakhstan and implements best
practices and solutions to the environmental issues. Dr. Vasileios Inglezakis made a presentation on
solid waste management practices in Kazakhstan and Astana, in particular by indicating good practices
in Europe and other regions.

We are pleased to share with you co-authored chapter by GSPP Professor Saltanat Janenova and
Alikhan Baimenov, Chairman of the Steering Committee of Astana Civil Service Hub (UNDP) "The
Emergence of a New Model? Trajectories of Civil Service Development in the Former Soviet Union
Countries" published in Palgrave book. Click for more information.
We are delighted to share with you the joint publication by Professor Colin Knox and Professor Saltanat
Janenova "Public Management Reforms: One Stop Shops to Digital Government" published in Oxford
Research Encyclopedia of Politics. Click for more information.
The article by Professor Colin Knox (2019) ‘Public Sector Reform in Central Asia and the Caucasus’
International Journal of Public Administration, Vol 42 (2): 168-178.
Professor Colin Knox (2019) Public Sector Reforms in Central Asia: Global Encyclopedia of
Public Administration and Governance (accepted for publication).
Professor Riccardo Pelizzo’s “Africa at the Crossroads” was reviewed on the national interest: click for
more information.
Professor Riccardo Pelizzo jointly with Eduardo Araral, Anton Pak and Wu Xun, published an article on
neo-patrimonialism and corruption, in Public Administration Review, the no 1 journal in public
administration.
Professor Riccardo Pelizzo and Zim Nwokora’s paper “Measuring Party System Change: A Systems
Perspective”, (2018) Volume 66, Issue 1, was included in Political Studies' virtual library.
Peter Howie, P. and Atakhanova, Z., 2019. Heterogeneous labor and structural change in low-andmiddle-income, resource-dependent countries. Economic Change and Restructuring, pp.1-36.
Professor Stefanos Xenarios is the Editor of an OSCE report on the Natural Hazards in Tajikistan. The
report is the first systematic review of the risk of natural hazards in the entire country of Tajikistan
after the Soviet period. It contains a detailed inventory of glaciers and assesses the probability of
mudflows and avalanches nationwide. The report provides experts, policymakers, and researchers with
a comprehensive guideline for the evaluation and potential avoidance of natural hazard impacts in
Tajikistan.

It is can found online both in Russian and English language.

Professor Omer Baris participated in the Annual Meeting of the American Economic Association in
Atlanta, Georgia in January 2019. Prof Baris was a discussant in the panel on Growth Efficiency &
Finance.
The joint paper by Prof Omer Baris with S. Gupta and S. Saksena with the title “Environmental
Enforcement and Compliance in Developing Countries: Evidence from India” has been accepted for
publication in World Development.
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Graduate School of Public Policy (GSPP), Nazarbayev University invites you to take part in the Open
House Day on Thursday, 28 February 2019.
An Open House Day is a great opportunity to hear from GSPP students and academics over a cup of
coffee, explore the campus, and gain an insight into what it’s like to be a GSPP student.
Date: Thursday, 28 February at 7 PM.
Venue: Nazarbayev University, Block C3, 1st floor, room 1.010.
GSPP offers – Master in Public Policy (MPP), Master in Public Administration (MPA), and Ph.D. in
Public Policy programs.
The School maintains a strong partnership with the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National
University of Singapore, one of Asia’s leading educational universities. All students have the
opportunity to spend up to 2-3 weeks on Master's programs and up to 3 months on a Ph.D. program in
Singapore.
Programs are delivered in English. GSPP provides state grants covering tuition fees and monthly
allowances based on academic performance. MPA program's schedule allows combining work and study
format.
Please follow the link to confirm your attendance.
Online registration is open until 1 April 2019. Click for more information.

