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DARIGA NAZARBAYEVA VISITED SINGAPORE AS THE
63RD LEE KUAN YEW EXCHANGE FELLOW

On February 19-21, the Chair of the Senate Committee
for International Relations, Defense and Security,
Dariga Nazarbayeva, visited Singapore as the 63rd Lee
Kuan Yew Exchange Fellow (LKYEF). Dariga
Nazarbayeva was the first Lee Kuan Yew Exchange
Fellow from Central Asia. Dariga Nazarbayeva met
with Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong,
Chairman of the Governing Board of the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy during her visit to Singapore.
Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong wrote, “I am happy to have the opportunity to welcome Dariga
Nazarbayeva, Chairperson of Kazakhstan’s Senate Committee for International Relations, Defence
and Security. I first met her in 2016 when I went to Astana. She is our first Lee Kuan Yew Exchange
Fellow from Central Asia. She is here as part of our high-level exchanges to foster closer relations
between our two countries. We discussed the potential opportunities for collaboration. Kazakhstan is
our largest trade partner in Central Asia and a good friend. Singapore’s strategic location along the
Maritime Silk Road complements Kazakhstan’s position along the Silk Road Economic Belt. Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy has helped Nazarbayev University to set up a similar school. So
our ties are strong.”

GSPP STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN THE ANNUAL NASPAA-BATTEN
STUDENT SIMULATION COMPETITIONS 2018 IN SOUTH KOREA AND
CHINA
Sejong, 23 – 27 February 2018
GSPP students Almas Akhmediya, Yessetov Nurbek, and Kuralay Nurmagambetova took part in the
NASPAA Student Simulation Competition held at the Korea Development Institute (KDI) School of
Public Policy and Management in Sejong, South Korea.
Participants had to make coordinated and evidence-based
decisions in a limited time frame through forecast and
adoption of specific policy measures that would help to
enhance the conditions of a country to which teams were
assigned.
Almas Akhmediya whose team won 1st place in the
competition said “The theme of the competition was crisis
management in the outbreak of a pandemic disease. We had
4 rounds, where we were assigned different roles. This
simulation game helped me to gain knowledge on global
pandemics and to make sound decisions under pressure.”

Nurbek Yessetov, “During the competition, I learned how to analyze information and work with a
diverse team under time constraints in writing policy memos and presenting policy options.”
Kuralay Nurmagambetova, “We were allocated into the teams of 6 people to manage budgets and
public approval ratings in a fictional country. The task was not only very challenging but also
educational and interesting. I have definitely improved in my time management, teamwork and
leadership skills, learned more about analytical frameworks and problem solving techniques..
Participating in this competition has stimulated my interest in public health policies and I now realized
the importance of health management.”

Beijing, 1 – 5 March 2018
The main theme of the competition was “Can you stop the next pandemic?” 62 participants from
different universities around the world were divided into 12 teams. During 4 rounds each team
represented a particular country presented their policies to fight the pandemic. Students had the
opportunity

to change their roles within a team (Prime Minister, Minister of Public Health, Minister of

Finance, Minister of Communications, WHO Representative), and their countries (4 countries with
different backgrounds).

At the end of each round, teams were awarded points based on the

effectiveness of the policies.
Aigerim Baimaganbetova, “My team of 5 participants representing different universities around the
world won the 1st place and became regional winner in the NASPAA Competition.

NASPAA judges

will choose a team from all leading regional teams to participate in the final NASPAA competition in
the US.”
Moldir Tuyakbayeva, “My team won the second place.

The main qualities that we had to show during

the competition were 1) ability to work in a team; 2) to act quickly and provide appropriate policies in
response to the different situations; 3) analytical and critical thinking; and, 4) public presentation
skills.”
Marta Tolebayeva, “My team was awarded third–place winner. Participation in the competition was a
truly valuable experience in terms of practical application of facing a

health-related policy issue;

working with international students from different backgrounds; and practising time / stress
management and presentation skills.”

GSPP congratulates the participants and winners of
the NASPAA-Batten 2018 Student Simulation
Competitions on Pandemic Crisis Management and
Global Health Security!
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GSPP Dialogue Series 2018 - Ms. Assel
Zhienbayeva, Chief Digital Officer at JSC
Astana International Financial Center “AIFC”
Ms. Assel Zhienbayeva gave a talk on “FinTech:
Risks and Opportunities in Driving Economic
Growth in Central Asia” during the dialogue
session on 15 February 2018. Ms. Assel
Zhienbayeva noted that Astana International
Financial Center (AIFC) was established in order
to form a leading center of financial services at an
international level.

For the first time in the post-Soviet space, the principles of English law will be introduced. The official
language of the financial center will be English.AIFC's tasks are to assist in attracting investments into
Kazakhstan by creating an attractive environment for investing in financial services, developing the
securities market of the Republic of Kazakhstan, and ensuring its integration with international capital
markets.
Ms. Assel Zhienbayeva underlined the importance of FinTech sector development. FinTech is a segment
of companies that provides new financial solutions by leveraging technology and is currently considered
as the fastest-growing sector. The AIFC contributes to FinTech development in the Central Asia by
creating the most favorable conditions for FinTech startups - including modern infrastructure, flexible
regulations and investment promotion.
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Service and Anti-Corruption Affairs

Participative Democracy?
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policies development process in this area.

Improving the work of Ethics Commissioners
The Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan for Public Service and Anti-corruption held a seminar
“Improving the work of Ethics commissioners in the sphere of civil servants’ rights protection” on 24
January 2018. GSPP Prof Saltanat Janenova, made a presentation of the results of the analysis conducted
by the Institute of Ethics Commissioners in Kazakhstan. This study was supported by UNDP and
ACSAAC. Recommendations were provided to increase the effectiveness of ethics commissioners. Based
on the results of the seminar, the Agency will develop methodological recommendations for the ethics
office, which will include the recommendations of the study.

https://gspp.nu.edu.kz/gspp-digest-1_vol-3_2018-2/Prof Colin Knox and Prof Saltanat Janenova gave
interviews in Khabar TV programme "Bureau of Investigation" on the topic of 'Ethics in Civil
Service' along with other local experts and officials.

MEETING WITH
YERMAGANBET
BULEKPAEV, AKIM OF
YESIL DISTRICT
MPP students attended the meeting with Yermaganbet
Bulekpaev, Akim of Yesil district, with residents of
the Astana City, held on 25 January 2018. The Akim
of Esil district delivered a report on the activities and
positive changes in different spheres: public transport,
housing, construction of kindergartens, schools, health
clinics, street lighting, and informed about the future
plans.

THE STUDENTS VISIT WAS
ORGANIZED WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF THE MODULE
"PUBLIC MANAGEMENT AND
LEADERSHIP" BY GSPP PROF.
SALTANAT JANENOVA
Lack of public transport and bus stops issue was raised
by residents of the Esil district at the meeting. One of
the residents living near the Arc de Triumph, asked to
solve the problem with the installation of a new stop,
so that it would be convenient for schoolchildren to get
to educational institutions and sports complexes.
Yermaganbet Bulekpaev noted that this year 65 bus
stops would be installed in the district according to the
plan.

GSPP
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Research Award
GSPP sincerely congratulates Prof Colin Knox with research award for £35,250 from the Special
European Union Programs Body (September 2017). This grant was awarded as part of a collaborative
project between Ulster University (UK) and Nazarbayev University, GSPP. The project is examining
the role of community planning in post-conflict societies and the potential for improving the quality of
life of its citizens.
Furthermore, the European Union has awarded an additional £66,000 for this project to extend the
scope of the work. The project will run until 31st March 2020. The total external EU grant therefore
amounts to £101,250. The Ulster University collaborators on the project are Professor Paul Carmichael
and Dr Karl O'Connor.
Research Seminar by Prof Iftikhar Lodhi on "The Paris Agreement: Issues and Prospects"
During the lecture Prof Lodhi said that though there are no sanctions envisaged for not achieving the
goals declared by the countries Paris Agreement and international institutions play an important role in
enabling governments to work together in tackling climate change problem.
Social Capital and Attitudes toward Immigrants in Kazakhstan
Dina Sharipova, Assistant Professor of Political Science at KIMEP University delivered lecture on
"Social Capital and Attitudes toward Immigrants in Kazakhstan: Results from a National Survey". The
survey measured the level of trust of people to the governmental institutions and within interethnic
groups in Kazakhstan.
Research Seminar by Sasidaran Gopalan
Sasidaran Gopalan, Research Fellow from Asia Competitiveness Institute (ACI), Lee Kuan Yew School
of Public Policy (LKYSPP), National University of Singapore (NUS), Singapore conducted a seminar
on Financial Inclusion and Macroeconomic Volatility: an Empirical Investigation.
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Lecture on Open Budget Initiative
Sholpan Aitenova, one of the most active civil society experts in Kazakhstan, conducted a lecture on Open
Budget Initiative for GSPP students on Monday 12 February 2018.
Sholpan Aitenova is the member of Transparency Kazakhstan, leader of the Open Budget Initiative. In her
lecture Sholpan said it is important to ensure government budgets are more responsive to the needs people
in society and, accordingly, to make budget systems more transparent and accountable to the public.
Lecture on Political Leadership and Management
Diana Digol, Deputy Head of the OSCE Programme Office in
Astana delivered a lecture on Political Leadership and
Management. Diana Digol and students discussed different styles
of leadership; what makes a good leader; and raised an issue of
challenges that women face in leadership positions.
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Baku, Azebaijan
On 20 February 2018 GSPP Dean Weng Tat Hui and Yulia Kaufman, GSPP PR & Marketing Manager
met with Rector Dr. Urkhan Alakbarov and staff of the Academy of Public Administration under the
President of the Republic of Azebaijan. We discussed opportunities for Azerbaijan civil servants to take
part in GSPP EE programs and GSPP Degree programs as well as joint research. In Baku we had
meetings with Rectors / Vice Rectors and senior leadership of the following universities: ADA
University, Azerbaijan State University of Economics, Khazar University, Western Caspian University,
and Baku Eurasian University.
Presentations on GSPP programs followed by Q&A sessions were made to interested students of these
institutions with attendance ranging from 15 to 45 participants at each presentation. Management at all
universities expressed interest in collaboration on joint research and student exchange.
Tbilisi, Georgia
On 28 February 2018 GSPP

Dean Weng Tat Hui, Executive Director Dinara Ashikbayeva and Yulia

Kaufman, PR & Marketing Manager met with Dr. Catherine Kardava, Head of the Civil Service Bureau
(CSB), to discuss opportunities for Georgian civil servants to take part in GSPP Executive Education
programs, degree programs as well as joint research.
The CSB has an important role in coordinating the proper implementation of civil service reform within
public institutions. Due to institutional changes initiated in the civil service system in Georgia, the CSB
has taken on new functions including the professional development of civil servants, and expressed
interest in potential participation in GSPP’s programs.
During the trip to Tbilisi meetings were also held with Rectors / Vice Rectors and senior leadership of
the following institutions: Tbilisi State University, Ilia State University, Caucasus University,
International Black Sea University; and, the International Education Center. GSPP representatives
conducted presentations on GSPP programs followed by Q&A sessions. At the universities we
discussed opportunities for cooperation including students exchange and research.
Nur Otan
GSPP Executive Director Dinara Ashikbayeva, Prof Aziz
Burkhanov and Director of Admissions Department Gulnaz
Bulebayeva, met with Nur Otan representatives and delivered
presentation about GSPP Executive Education, degree programs
and research projects done at the School, related to the issues of
civic engagement and participation.
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GSPP Welcomes New Member
We are glad to welcome Arzana Myderrizi, new
instructor of GSPP. Arzana holds Master of Arts in
Economics, Vanderbilt University (USA) and her
research areas include international development,
program evaluation, economic and social policy
analysis, research methods, environmental
sustainability.
Hobbies: Hiking, Travelling, Painting, Cooking,
Movies and Chess.

GSPP became the member of IASIA
The International Association of Schools and Institutes of Administration (IASIA) is an association of
organizations and individuals whose activities and interests focus on public administration and
management. Its main emphasis is on the development and use of human resources.
IASIA provides an opportunity for personnel of member organizations and individual members to
exchange information, ideas, experiences and materials on issues and developments of common interest.
The "curse" of e-government in Kazakhstan? By Prof Colin Knox and Prof Saltanat Janenova
Kazakhstan achieved incredible progress in the field of e-government. In the UN e-government rating for
2016, Kazakhstan is on the 33rd place out of 193 countries of the UN (and ranks 7th in Asia). This is a
significant achievement that reflects the country's success in providing electronic public services.
However, e-government in Kazakhstan has its limitations. According to information presented by Alik
Shpekbayev, Chairman of the Agency for Civil Service and Anti-Corruption, at the board meeting on
January 30, 2018, more than 1,800 corruption offences were registered in Kazakhstan in 2017. The total
damage of which amounted to KZT15.8 billion. High corruption risks remain in the spheres of
education, healthcare, and construction. Please follow the link for more information
Prof Colin Knox - (2018) ‘Quality Peace: Northern Case Study’ in M. Joshi and P. Wallensteen (eds.)
Understanding Quality Peace: Peacebuilding after Civil War, Chapter 15, 186-202 London: Routledge.

Prof Peter Howie - "Policy Transfer and Diversification in Resource-Dependent Economies:
Lessons for Kazakhstan from Alberta," published in the February 2018 edition of the journal "Politics
& Policy."

Prof. Dodo Jesuthason Thampapillai and Prof. Lodhi – Article on Foreign Direct Investments in
Australian Mining and the Failure to Protect Sensitive Environmental Resources
http://ssrn.com/abstract=3129855

