GRADUATE PROGRAMS
Master in Public Policy
Master in Public Administration

Good governance matters

THE GRADUATE

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY
MISSION
The Graduate School of Public Policy (GSPP) has as
its mission improving the quality of life of the people
of Kazakhstan and Central Asia by training leaders
to improve governance through excellence in
teaching, research and executive development that
focuses on key policy and leadership challenges.

VISION
GSPP will transform the public sector in Kazakhstan helping it
to modernize public sector of the country. In line with the
aspirations of Kazakhstan, the GSPP will train policy makers and
leaders both for Kazakhstan and its neighbors. GSPP aims to
become a leading school of public policy that will be known for:
- world class educational standards;
- impactful research with international standing;
- commitment to Kazakhstan.
Since its launch in 2012, GSPP has consistently emphasized
that Good Governance Matters. GSPP aims to become a center
of excellence where political leaders, public oﬃcials and
international scholars can work together, to improve the policy
making process and ensure that governments from Central Asia
may constantly improve their performance. GSPP will
contribute to improve policy making in the region by providing
timely information, inspiration and instruction.
GSPP oﬀers contemporary programs designed in
collaboration with its strategic partner, the Lee Kuan Yew School
of Public Policy, National University of Singapore (NUS), which
allow students to gain cutting edge knowledge and skills
applicable in the Kazakhstan and Central Asian context.
According to the 2016/2017 QS World Rankings NUS is
ranked 12th in the world and continues to be the top university
in Asia.
GSPP currently delivers two master programs: Master in
Public Policy and Master in Public Administration.

ADVANTAGES
OF OUR PROGRAMS

Cutting edge
curriculum

Our curriculum is designed and developed in collaboration with the LKY School
and retains internationally recognized features of public policy degree programs.
Study of complex Kazakhstani and Central Asian problems such as pension
reform, health system, anti-corruption, energy, defense, security, water de ciency
as well as analysis of relevant case studies is the distinctive feature of our
curriculum.
In some classes we adopt team-teaching, where faculty members from diﬀerent
disciplines model interdisciplinary approaches by coming together to conduct a
module. We believe that such integrated learning will equip our students with
knowledge and skills applicable to their practice.

Knowledge
and skills
applicable
in Kazakhstani
environment

The advantage of our programs is that students will study cases and practices in
Kazakhstan and Central Asia context to acquire knowledge and skills that are
relevant to deal with policy and leadership challenges encountered in Kazakhstan
and Central Asia.

World-class
faculty

Our faculty comprises international academics and practitioners recognized for
their expertise in policy analysis and public management. The diverse research
areas and expertise of our faculty allows the application of interdisciplinary
approach to problem solving.
With our international faculty you will experience immersion into an international
environment and get equipped with knowledge and skills crucial for eﬀective
public policy analysis, design and management.

Valuable Peer
Network

GSPP selects talented students with diverse backgrounds. Students come from
the public, private and non-pro t sectors and at diﬀerent levels of career
development. This enhances learning from each other and helps establish
enduring networks of professional and personal contacts.
-4-

10
reasons
to study at the
NU GSPP

Small class
sizes

The small class size facilitates dynamic interaction between professors and
students, and engenders lively debate among students.

Singapore
component

Our collaboration with the LKYSPP provides our students the opportunity to
spend several weeks in Singapore. Through site visits to Singaporean agencies,
and sessions with senior public oﬃcials, students will experience the strategic
policy-making and implementation practices for which the Singaporean public
service is renowned.

Speaker series The guest speakers include politicians, entrepreneurs, senior diplomats,
of distinguished internationally renowned leaders, acclaimed authors and scholars. This enables
practitioners
students to complement their formal learning with the opportunity to interact
with leaders and establish their own networks.
Blended
learning

GSPP customizes the learning process for every student by means of the
educational technologies rapidly developing at Nazarbayev University.
This involves online self-learning and classroom experience.

Scholarships

Scholarships covering tuition fees and monthly allowance are available for eligible
students.

On-campus
housing for
eligible
students

Eligible students (non-Astana residents) are provided with modern and
convenient dormitories with all facilities on campus at reasonable cost.
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,
MASTER S DEGREE
PROGRAMS
- AT A GLANCE

Program :
Duration:
Starting:

Scholarships (Grants)
Scholarships
with monthly allowanc
with monthly(Grants)
allowance
Language of Instruction:
Dormitory
Overseas component:

Curriculum Focus:

Eligibility:

Admissions documents:

Application starts:
Application deadline:
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Master in Public Policy

Master in Public Administration

2 years full-time

18 months (on-the-job format:
Friday evening – Saturday)

August annually

August annually

Available

Available

English

English

Provided to eligible students
(non-Astana residents) at reasonable cost.

Provided to eligible students (non-Astana residents)
at reasonable cost.

• A study tour to Singapore at the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy, National University of
Singapore
• Student exchange program with the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy

A study tour to Singapore at the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy, National University of
Singapore

• Quantitative and Analytical Skills
• Economic Analysis of Policy
• Policy Analysis and Evaluation
• Political Economy of Policy Challenges

Theory and Practice of Public Administration
Public and Strategic Management
Ethics and Leadership
Financial Accountability and Performance Management

A full-time Bachelor Degree or its equivalent
Preferably 2 years of work experience
Fresh graduates with high GPA may apply.

Preferably 4 years of work experience

Applications should be submitted online only at https://admissions.nu.edu.kz
· Completed admissions application form
· A notarized copy of the employment record book or its equivalent (if applicable)
· A notarized copy of identity card or passport
· Diploma with transcripts
· Resumé/CV
· 3 Essays (Essay questions are given in the application form)
· 2 con dential reference letters
· English Language Pro ciency results
Note: Candidates with Bachelor/Master's degree (or equivalent) from educational institutions where English
is the primary language of instruction are exempt from submission of TOEFL or IELTS scores.
· 6.5 on the IELTS test (with not less than 6.0 in individual elements), or its TOEFL equivalent.
· GRE results (optional)
Please note that meeting the minimum requirements do not imply automatic admission into the program.

November, annually

November, annually

April 20, annually

April 20, annually

1

For more information including application details please visit our website www.gspp.nu.edu.kz or
Nazarbayev University Admissions Department
Email: gspp_admissions@nu.edu.kz
Tel.: +7 7172 706143, 706568, 706623
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MASTER IN PUBLIC POLICY
The 2-year full-time Master in Public Policy program is designed to train highly skilled professional
policy-makers and analysts for the public, private or non-pro t sectors. It provides students with a
strong foundation in policy formulation and analysis, program evaluation and management. The
curriculum comprises core modules, electives and the Policy Analysis Exercise.

Class pro le
The class comprises accomplished and motivated individuals with diverse backgrounds to enhance the classroom
learning environment.
Students come from the public, private and nonpro t sectors, which allow students to learn from their peers from
diﬀerent backgrounds, and establish enduring networks of professional and personal contacts.
Fresh graduates and early career professionals are welcome to apply.

Policy Analysis Exercise (PAE)
The PAE constitutes a professional product in which students examine an existing policy or management issue
presented by a client organization. The PAE also has to demonstrate that the 'policy framework' presented in the MPP
program was utilized and that students understand the policy process.
The PAE is a creative process, a learning experience as well as a real-life introduction to the work of a policy analyst. It
brings together theoretical knowledge and practical policy skills acquired in the two-year program.

Having graduated with rstclass honors from the University of Leicester and
putting into practice the acquired knowledge at the Kazakhstan Electricity
Grid Operating Company, I have a rm belief in the need or continuous and
systematic education not only in the areas of expertise, but as a manager,
mentor and leader of the state policy.
The Graduate School of Public Policy gave me a real opportunity to take a
proactive stance, to get away from the passive "observer" and eﬀectively
in uence decision-making.

Yerzhan Dyussenov,
KEGOC JSC (Kazakhstan Electricity Grid Operating Company),
MPP, сlass of 2016
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1

MPP ACADEMIC CALENDAR
August

Orientation Program

Mid August
- mid-December

Semester 1

Mid-December

Winter Break

January-May

Semester 2

June-July

Summer Break

August-midDecember

Semester 3

ember
Mid-December Winter Break
January-May

Semester 4

MPP CORE MODULES :

4 core modules

3 core modules
and 1 elective module

2 core modules
and 2 elective modules
Singapore Component
2-3 week study tour
to Singapore

3 electives and Policy
Analysis Exercise

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Microeconomics and Public Policy
Statistical Techniques for Public Policy
Introduction to Public Policy and Analysis
Public Policy Research and Evaluation
Macroeconomics and Public Policy
Policy Research Design and Methodology
Public Management and Leadership
Politics and Public Policy

Some of elective modules:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Social Policy and Economic Development
Public Financial Management
International Financial Policy
Personal Eﬀectiveness for the Public Sector
Economics, Philosophy and Public Policy
International Public Law
International Political Economy
Global Health Policies and Issues

The list of PAE topics includes:
“Public Attitude Towards Nuclear Energy in Kazakhstan”
“Post-Mortem Organ Donation and Transplantation”
“Why Policies are Viewed as Successful or Not: Analysis of Pension Reform in Kazakhstan”
“Underemployment (Over-Quali cation) In Kazakhstan: Consequences On The Economy And Solutions To
Prevent It”
џ “Factors That In uence Water Conservation In Rural Areas In Kazakhstan”
џ
џ
џ
џ

"I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the GSPP faculty and administrative
staﬀ for the relevant lessons that we learnt and the care that we always feel, even
after our graduation. Within these two years we haven't get just brilliant
knowledge from the high level and talented professors, we also made friends and
had opportunities for worldwide networking and dialogue with brilliant minds.
Our program was full of new ideas, experience that helped me to improve my
analytical skills and opened for me new opportunities and prospects. I'm indeed
proud and happy for the opportunity to spend great two years at GSPP!"

Zhanerke Kochiigit,
Center for political analysis and
strategic research of "Nur Otan" party, MPP, class of 2015
1Sequence of the modules can be reconsidered by the GSPP Teaching and Learning Committee.
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MASTER
IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
The Master in Public Administration (MPA) program prepares students for senior management
roles in the public and non-pro t sectors. It provides an intensive, interdisciplinary course of
study for professionals who wish to work on complex issues of national, regional and global
importance. The curriculum focuses on enhancing the ability of students to understand and
utilize research to administer appropriate policy and managerial responses to emerging complex
issues at the local and global levels. The curriculum comprises core modules, electives and the
Master's project.
Students in the MPA Program earn their degree while retaining their jobs, staying on their career
trajectories, and enhancing their professional network locally.

Class pro le
MPA students come from civil service as well as from public, non-pro t and private sectors organizations,
foreign companies and international organizations who have attained mid- to senior-level managerial position
in their career.

Master's project
It is an exercise in which students will apply knowledge and skills gained during the MPA program on policy
implementation and public management issues.

Upon entering MPA program, I had three goals: 1. obtain a degree that would
give me high quality knowledge and skills in the eld of Public Administration,
2. meet intelligent and interesting people, and 3. become a civil servant.
Completion of MPA program facilitated the achievement of all three goals.
The practical knowledge obtained in GSPP MPA program is invaluable. The
integrated program involving LKY School of Public Policy and GSPP staﬀ
provide an opportunity to get a 'real' international experience in public
administration. I got acquainted with exible, hardworking and adaptive
people who are potentially a new class of top civil servants. The MPA program
gave me the knowledge base and con dence to make the rst step in a public
service career to bene t my country and its people.
The MPA prepares professionals to work in changing and challenging
environments while serving the public. I would highly recommend the GSPP
MPA program to anyone interested in public administration!
Alibek Urazov,
The Executive Oﬃce of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
MPA, class of 2016
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MPA ACADEMIC CALENDAR
August
Mid-Augustmid-December
Mid-December
January-May

2

Orientation Program

June-July

Summer Term
1 elective module

Term 1

August-midDecember

Term 3 3 elective modules
and Master's Project
with Overseas
Component*

3 core modules

Winter Break
Term 2

*In 2017: Singapore
Component
3 week study
tour to Singapore

2 core modules
and 1 elective module

MPA electives include:

MPA core modules:

· Comparative Economic Development
· Macroeconomics and Public Policy: Focus on Central Asia
· Bene t Cost Analysis
· National Identity and Public Policy
· Law, Institutions and Development
· Development, Industrial and Finance Policies

· Public Administration in Theory and Practice
· Economic Applications for Public Managers
· Research Methods for Decision Making
· Accountability, Financial and Performance
Management
· Strategic Management and Leadership

At GSPP, I have acquired three things:
The rst is “knowledge and skills”. The second which I value is “networks” or
“professional relationships”. Finally, this program helped me to be more
eﬃcient in performing my duties as a civil servant.

Ilyas Zhukenov,
Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
MPA, class of 2016

2Sequence of the modules can be reconsidered by the GSPP Teaching and Learning Committee.
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OUR FACULTY
Our faculty comprises internationally-recognized scholars, academics and practitioners.
GSPP professors teach courses that bridge the gap between research and practical
application. The diverse expertise and backgrounds of our faculty contribute to a more
integrated learning and equip our students with knowledge and skills crucial for eﬀective
policy analysis and management. Eminent scholars and leading practitioners also visit
regularly to oﬀer modules, lectures, and seminars.

THE GSPP FACULTY
WENG TAT HUI
Position: Dean
Education Background: PhD., Economics, Australian National University (Australia)
Research areas: Globalization and Labor Market Impact, Policy Issues in Migration,
Education, Ageing and Retirement, and Singapore Labor Market Policies

RICCARDO PELIZZO
Position: Vice Dean for Academic Aﬀairs and Associate Professor
Educational background: Ph.D., Political Science, The Johns Hopkins
University (USA)
Research Areas: Political Development, Good Governance, Legislative studies,
and Anti-corruption

COLIN KNOX
Position: Professor
Educational Background: Ph.D., Public Policy, Queen's University,
Belfast (UK)
Research Areas: Public Sector Reform, Public Management, Public Policy
Evaluation and Divided Societies
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PETER HOWIE
Position: Associate Professor
Educational background: Ph.D., Mineral Economics, Colorado School of
Mines (USA)
Research Areas: Energy and Development issues, Mineral Policy,
Research Methods

OMER BARIS
Position: Assistant Professor
Educational background: Ph.D., Economics, Georgia State University
(USA)
Research Areas: Microeconomics for Public Policy, Applied Political
Economy, and Economics, Philosophy and Public Policy

AZIZ BURKHANOV
Position: Assistant Professor
Educational background: Ph.D., Central Eurasian Studies,
Indiana University-Bloomington (USA)
Research Areas: Nationalism and Identity Theories,
Identity Politics

KANAT DUKENBAYEV
Position: Assistant Professor (Adjunct)
Educational Background: Post-Doctoral Researcher, Cavendish
Laboratory, University of Cambridge (UK). Ph.D. in Science, Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology (Switzerland).
Research Areas: WMD (weapon of mass destruction) Nonproliferation,
Nuclear Security, Arms Control and Disarmament, Public Policy in Energy,
Science and Technology

SALTANAT JANENOVA
Position: Assistant Professor
Educational background: Ph.D., Social Policy, University of Edinburgh (UK)
Research Areas: New Public Management in Transitional Countries,
E-government, Public Service Innovations
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IFTIKHAR LODHI
Position: Assistant Professor
Educational Background: Ph.D., Public Policy, National University of
Singapore (Singapore)
Research Areas: Public Policy (theory, analysis, and evaluation), Quantitative
and Qualitative Research Methods (Stata), International and Comparative
Public Policy, International Relations and Institutions, Energy Security and
Climate Change, Political and Regulatory Risk Analysis

SERIK ORAZGALIYEV
Position: Assistant Professor
Education Background: Ph.D., Politics and International Studies,
University of Cambridge (UK)
Research Areas: Law and Public Policy, International Political Economy,

ARZANA MYDERRIZI
Position: Instructor
Educational Background: Master of Arts in Economics,
Vanderbilt University (USA)
Research Areas: International Development, Program Evaluation, Economic
and Social Policy Analysis, Research Methods, Environmental Sustainability
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VISITING PROFESSORS
FROM THE LEE KUAN YEW SCHOOL
OF PUBLIC POLICY
EDUARDO ARARAL
Position: Vice Dean (Research) and Associate Professor
Educational background: Ph.D, Public Policy, Indiana University-Bloomington
(USA)
Research Areas: Climate change, Decentralisation and Federalism, Regulatory
Policy, Sustainable Development, Water Management, Governance and Policy

KENNETH PAUL TAN
Position: Vice Dean (Academic Aﬀairs) & Associate Professor
Educational background: Ph.D., Social and Political Sciences, University of
Cambridge (UK)
Research Areas: Cities and urban policies, Education policy, Ethnicity and religion
in Southeast Asia, Performance Management and Public Values, Public-Private
Partnerships, Singapore International Relations, Singapore Social Policy,
Social Policy

DONALD LOW
Position: Associate Dean (Research and Executive Education) & Associate
Professor (Practice)
Educational background: MA, International public policy, the Johns Hopkins
University (USA)
Research Areas: Economics in Public Policy, Inequality and Social Spending,
Behavioural Economics, Public Finance, Organisational Change,
and Governance and Politics in Singaporе

ZEGER VAN DER WAL
Position: Assistant Dean (Research) & Associate Professor
Educational background: Ph.D., Public Administration, VU University
Amsterdam (Netherlands)
Research Areas: Performance Management and Public Values,
Public-Private Partnerships
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M RAMESH
Position: Professor
Educational background: Ph.D., Political Science, University of British Columbia
(Canada)
Research Areas: Ageing, Development policy, Education policy, Health policy,
Pensions and Social Security Policy, Policy Design and Implementation,
Social Policy

MUKUL ASHER
Position: Professorial Fellow
Educational background: Ph.D., Economics, Washington State University (USA)
Research Areas: Ageing, Health Policy, Pensions and Social Security Policy,
Singapore Social Policy, Social Policy

DODO J THAMPAPILLAI
Position: Visiting Professor
Educational background: Ph.D., Economics, University of New England
(Australia)
Research Areas: Climate Change; Environmental Policy and Economics;
Global Economic Crisis; Sustainable Development

NAOMI AOKI
Position: Assistant Professor
Education Background: PhD, Public Administration, the Maxwell School of
Citizenship and Public Aﬀairs in Syracuse (USA)
Research Areas: Administrative and Public Sector Reform, Decentralisation and
Federalism

LEONG CHING
Position: Assistant Professor
Education Background: Ph.D., Public Policy, National University of Singapore
(Singapore)
Research Areas: Policies of Asia, Water Policy, Public Policy
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS
Exchange program for graduate students between National University of Singapore, Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy and Autonomous Organization of Education
“Nazarbayev University” Graduate School of Public Policy
Since 2016 outstanding students enrolled in Master in Public Policy program at NU GSPP and NUS
LKYSPP have the opportunity to participate in the Exchange program for graduate students.
The exchange program exposes GSPP students enrolled in the Master in Public Policy program to the
diverse and enriched learning environment of LKYSPP. It provides them with access to a wider range
of elective modules and interactions with other international students. It enables LKYSPP students to
learn more about the economic, social and geopolitical situation in Kazakhstan and Central Asia.
Students from both Schools also bene t from networking with future policy makers from diﬀerent
countries in a diverse environment.
Applications go through a rigorous selection process.
Successful applicants spend 1 semester at the partner School (3rd semester).

Apart from having the privilege to study at the Graduate
School of Public Policy at Nazarbayev University, I also got the
opportunity to study abroad for a semester at the Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy in Singapore. The semester
abroad was both tough and rewarding: the faculty, the
diverse classrooms, and the vibrant city of Singapore. All
collaborated in making a semester full of new knowledge,
new insights, analyses and, most importantly, friends. I rmly believe that you learn a lot from the
environment you study in, and LKYSPP was a great place to develop. Thank you, GSPP!

Biganym Konkasheva,
MPP, class of 2017
“I was lucky to be the rst exchange student from the Graduate School of Public Policy to the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore in Fall-2016 semester. Studying at LKY School
allowed me to gain invaluable knowledge and skills from faculty with rich professional experience both in
public sector of Singapore and international organizations such as the World Bank and the IMF, who taught
us to analyze public policy issues through both global and regional lenses. Moreover, the exchange
program helped me to make friends from all over the world and substantially broadened my horizons of
the history, geography, culture and people of South-East Asian region. Memorable and life changing four
months of my stay in Singapore have enhanced my personality and enriched my mind and knowledge."

Nurzhan Otantayev,
MPP, class of 2017
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The semester spent in GSPP, NU was a mind-broadening journey of both intensive
coursework and authentic cultural experience. I have the chance to work with
faculty and classmates from all over the world with extraordinary backgrounds,
who energized every single lecture, workshops, and even coﬀee chats. The life in
Kazakhstan satis ed my curiosity about the Eurasian region and inspired me to
know more. I am grateful to be part of this emerging world-class university.

Ren Jie,
2nd year LKYSPP MPP exchange student, China

The semester at GSPP changed the way I envisaged the country and its
people forever. My exchange experience was lled with support and
kindness throughout the semester: from the staﬀ at school, my rst and
second year peers and even from some new friends I made in the dorm.
The classroom always felt more like a discussion panel. The professors
were always approachable, open to conversations and encouraged me
with their guidance. My peers were always very concerned about me
having enough clothes and being able to withstand the cold weather. So
whenever I think of Kazakhstan generosity, kindheartedness and
resilience comes to my mind.

Giovanna Chandler,
2nd year LKYSPP exchange student, Mexico

Year 2016 LKYSPP exchange students (left to right): Adnan Ahmad (Philippines), Giovanna Chandler (Mexico),
Ren Jie (China), Chandan Sarma (India)
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SINGAPORE COMPONENT
The Singapore Component focuses on public policy formation and implementation, with particular
attention to Singapore's integrated pursuit of economic growth, environmental quality and
sustainability, high-quality transport and housing, high quality of life amenities, social peace, and
nation building. It links the analytics to real world examples through interactions with policymakers and civic organizations.

SINGAPORE COMPONENT
The Singapore Component focuses on public policy formation and implementation, with particular
attention to Singapore's integrated pursuit of economic growth, environmental quality and
sustainability, high-quality transport and housing, high quality of life amenities, social peace, and
nation building. It links the analytics to real world examples through interactions with policymakers and civic organizations.
Choosing to study public policy in GSPP was not a mere coincidence. It was a well-thought
and weighted decision that I made after graduating with BA in Political Science. I wanted to
continue my education, but focus on what I enjoyed the most - social and development
policies in Central Asia. Within the two years of Master's program at NU GSPP, I've not only
gained clear vision of what needs to be improved, but also was equipped with practical
tools and methods leading towards positive changes. Aside from that, studying at GSPP
allowed me to interact with experts in the eld not only in Kazakhstan, but also
internationally and to travel abroad via GSPP exchange. Last, but not least, within the
school I got to know exceptional individuals, true professionals in their respected elds,
which undoubtedly increased my social capital and open doors to public agencies and private rms in
Kazakhstan and abroad. Judging from today, I would certainly recommend you to apply for studying at NU
GSPP."

Anar Kassymova,
MPP, class of 2017
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“The Singapore component provided an intensive, rich and real-life experience in the public
policy of Singapore which is widely known for its strong governance and eﬃcient public
service.
It really impressed me that Singapore is not resting on their laurels. Its government
introduced Public Service in the 21st century (PS21) to address challenges in an uncertain
and changing world like greater complexity, increasing rate of change, exploding
information ow and technological disruptions outside and a more demanding public,
increased diversity and outward oriented economy inside. Kazakhstan is also facing more
complex challenges in this “new normal” world where our main export commodity prices
went down and low prices will be for a long time. Therefore we also need to nurture an attitude of embracing
continuous change for greater eﬃciency and eﬀectiveness by employing modern management tools and
techniques. All these thought-provoking, hard and challenging questions are discussed in GSPP classes with
prominent and world-class professors. If you want to be a part of this remarkable and rewarding journey then
join the wonderful GSPP family.”

Kamildin Rakhimov,
MPA, class of 2017

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Internationalization of student body is one of the strategic directions of NU GSPP.
Since 2015, GSPP is increasingly focusing its eﬀorts to attract international students to create a more
diverse learning environment. So far GSPP has brought together international students from China,
India, Kyrgyzstan, Mexico, Philippines, and Uzbekistan.
NU GSPP may oﬀer merit-based scholarships to international students.
"Being at NU GSPP has been a good experience for me. As one of the youngest
students in the group, I have the opportunity to learn not only from the professors,
but also from my groupmates. Among the things I value here are the guest
lectures, organized by GSPP, which are not less important than classes to me. I am
glad I have a chance to get this challenging experience at NU GSPP."

Zhazgul Almazbekkyzy,
MPP student, Kyrgyz Republic

I was awarded a full scholarship from NU and LKY School to study here. I am
getting a high-quality education with more emphasis on practice and I found
exceptional opportunities available for students to participate in various
interesting conferences, guest lectures and seminars on diﬀerent topics. Being
a part of GSPP family is a truly great experience and pleasure for me.

Nargiza Chorieva,
MPP student, Republic of Uzbekistan
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STUDENT INTERNSHIPS
GSPP provides opportunities for student trips which are for summer internships or eld ork for
data collection necessary for completion of the Policy Analysis Exercise.

Ilyas Yesdauletov, Yerzhan Dyussenov
June 2015,
Denpasar, Indonesia
International Student Energy Summit
Project title: Public attitude towards
nuclear energy in Kazakhstan

Viktoriya Davletkildeyeva,
Madina Nigmatulina
July 2015,
Barcelona, Spain
Transplant Procurement Management Donation and Transplantation Institute,
Project title: Postmortem organ
donation transplantation
Photo: Viktoriya with Dr. Ramos Alavarez,
Head of Transplantation Unit at Hospital Clinic,
Spain

Diana Petukhova, Amir Taubayev
November 2015,
St. Petersburg, Russia
The 8th Annual Conference and The
General Meeting of the IAACA and the
6th Session of the Conference of the
States Parties to the United Nations
Convention against Corruption
Project title: Corruption transparency
indexes

“The two-week internship at one of the leading organizations in organ donation and transplantation worldwide
- TMP-DTI in Barcelona - brought us a lot of new knowledge and insights into how Spain managed to properly
address diﬀerent ethical, moral, and perceptional barriers to organ donation. They have much more statistical
data that proves the eﬃciency of their model and Kazakhstan never held such studies.
It was a unique experience in meeting new people who are involved in organ donation and transplantation on
diﬀerent levels – from volunteers, web-designers and SMM-managers, to transplant coordinators and surgeons”.

Viktoriya Davletkildeyeva,
MPP, class of 2016

Madina Nigmatulina,
MPP, class of 2016
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CAMPUS FACILITIES
Location of the Nazarbayev University oﬀers great academic, professional and social advantages. University
infrastructure and technical facilities provide modern living conditions that match those of the aworld-class
universities creating comfortable and conducive environment for studying and recreation.
The world-class NU library houses collection of thousands of new materials, including books, CDs, periodicals and
reference materials. The Library also subscribes to electronic resources and databases.
Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the campus.

Career and Advising Center (CAC)
The Nazarbayev University Career and Advising Center (CAC) assists students and graduates of NU in developing a
career plan, nding an internship or a job, and transitioning to a new career.
The CAC's organizes events to help students to identify career pathways and facilitate the development of
students' professional skills. For instance, annual Job Fairs with participation of key potential employers oﬀer
students excellent opportunities to get job placements.
www.cac.nu.edu.kz

- 22 -

APPLICATION PROCESS
Applicants should apply online through the Admission System at
https://admissions@nu.edu.kz
For more information on application process please visit our website
www.gspp.nu.edu.kz or contact
Nazarbayev University Admissions Department
Email: gspp_admissions@nu.edu.kz
Tel.: +7 717 2 70 61 43, 70 65 68, 70 66 23

STEP 1
ONLINE
APPLICATION

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

APPLICATION
SCREENING

INTERVIEW WITH
THE ADMISSIONS
COMMITTEE

ADMISSIONS
DECISION

STEP 1. ONLINE APPLICATION
Submit your application online. See instructions.
You will be asked to pay an application fee at the time of submission.
KZT 10,000 - application fee for applicants from countries with low and average income (the Gross National
Income per capita up to 14,000 US dollars).
KZT 28,000 – application fee for applicants from countries with high income (from US 14,001 US dollars and
above).
The fee can be paid online by credit card. Cash is not accepted. Your payment is non-refundable. The fee can be
applied only to the admission term indicated on your submitted application.
STEP 2. APPLICATION SCREENING
After submission, the NU Admissions Department will review your documents and contact you by email if
additional information is needed. All eligible applications will be carefully reviewed and assessed by GSPP
Admissions Committee members. Successful applicants will be invited to the interview.
STEP 3. INTERVIEW WITH THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE
Interview with the Admissions Committee members takes place on campus in Astana. Applicants outside of
Astana may choose either to attend face-to-face interview or have it remotely (usually via Skype).
STEP 4. ADMISSIONS DECISION
After all interviews have been conducted, the Admissions Committee will invite selected applicants to join the
program. Every applicant will be noti ed on the oucome by email. Successful applicants are expected to con rm
their intention of enrolment.
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APPLICATION DEADLINE
Important dates (annually)*
Application opens

November

Application closes

April 20

Interview with short-listed candidates

May-June

Acceptance letters/Candidates’ waiting list

June

Students enrolment

July

Orientation

August

MPP Orientation
MPP program Start

August

*Subject to change

The information in the booklet is accurate at the time of publication
in December 2017 and is subject to change without prior notice.
Please visit our website for updates.

CONTACTS
Graduate School of Public Policy, Nazarbayev University
53 Kabanbay Batyr Avenue
Astana 010000
Republic of Kazakhstan
Tel: +7 7172 709157, 709149, 709155
E-mail: nugspp@nu.edu.kz
http://gspp.nu.edu.kz
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/nugspp

