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Policy (NU GSPP) held its 1st International
Conference on Good Governance and Economic
Diversification in Resource Rich Economies on 17 –
19 August 2017. The conference attracted both
international and Central Asian scholars and provided
an opportunity to showcase the research being
conducted in Nazarbayev University.
The conference topics included: economic
diversification; public management; political economy
of natural resources; civil society; international
relations; and education policy.

Franklyn Lisk, Professor, Centre for the Study of
Globalization and Regionalisation, University of
Warwick (UK) gave the keynote speech. In his speech,
Prof. Lisk said that "fundamentally, all stakeholders
and actors concerned in extractives – i.e. governments,
foreign investors, international banking and financial
systems, the domestic private sector - must recognise
that good governance and transparency are the most
important requirements for extractive-based
development.

Integration of these requirements, or their underlying
principles, into the development and management of
natural resources and resource wealth will enable
greater accountability and responsibility and lead to
more sustainable and inclusive path for growth and
economic transformation."

In his view, GSPP is "strategically placed through its research and education structures
and initiatives as well as its solid financial
and human resource endowment, to influence
the making of desirable public policies."
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW GSPP MPA, MPP AND PHD
STUDENTS!
Nazarbayev University’s Graduate School of Public Policy held an orientation session for 64 Master's
and Ph.D. program students. Nazarbayev University Provost for Academic Affairs Loretta O’Donnell
came to congratulate Master and Ph.D. students. Welcoming the students, Loretta O’Donnell said:
“Every single one of you has passed through a rigorous selection process. You have the best opportunity
possible to make a success of your learning journey.”
Also new Master and Ph.D. students were welcomed by the professors of the school. They introduced
themselves and shared information on learning and research opportunities at GSPP.
The orientation week also included teambuilding for MPP, MPA and Ph.D students.

GSPP WELCOMES NEW FACULTY MEMBERS
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ARTICLES & PUBLICATIONS

Release of the 29th issue of the APP Newsletter features an article by Prof. Riccardo Pelizzo.

Riccardo Pelizzo made an input to the draft law on parliamentary oversight in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
Paper by Prof. Peter Howie and Prof. Zauresh Atakhanova titled “Household Coal Demand in Rural
Kazakhstan: Subsidies, Efficiency, and Alternatives” was published in Energy and Policy Research
Journal.
Prof. Colin Knox shared recent publication on “Comparative Policy Reforms” in the Global
Encyclopedia of Public Administration, Public Policy, and Governance. The publication compares
Kazakhstan, Georgia and Azerbaijan.
“Partnership with Government: an Exit Strategy for Philanthropies?” Publication by Prof. Colin Knox,
Nazarbayev University and Ulster University and Padraic Quirk, Ph.D., Social Change Initiative. This
article is a case study of Atlantic Philanthropies’ work in Northern Ireland.

“Objective or Perception-Based? A Debate on the Ideal Measure of Corruption”, paper on corruption
authored by Riccardo Pelizzo, Saltanat Janenova and Omer Baris was published in the Vol.50:1 issue of
the Cornell International Law Journal.
Paper by Aziz Burkhanov, titled “Kazakhstan’s National Identity Building Policy: Soviet Legacy,
StateEfforts, and Societal Reactions” was published in the Vol.50:1 issue of the Cornell International
Law Journal.

HELLO SINGAPORE! 33 GSPP'S MPA AND MPP STUDENTS HAD STUDY
VISIT TO SINGAPORE

This summer, 33 GSPP MPA and MPP students had the opportunity to spend 19 days studying at the
National University of Singapore Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy as part of the Singapore
Component of the GSPP’s masters programs. Students engaged in a rigorous curriculum comprised of
coursework, in class lectures, and learning journeys on a variety of topics related to Singapore’s
economic and developmental success.
Course topics included public financial management,
policy communications, using big data and official
statistics for policy analysis, service excellence and
performance assessment in Singapore, civil service
reforms, leading change, and behavioral insights in
public policy.
When not in class, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public
Policy faculty coordinated GSPP student visits and
policy discussions at important locations in
Singapore related to its public sector success, such as
public housing and the Housing Development Board,
the Jurong industrial area, the Land Transport
Authority, the Urban Redevelopment Authority, the
NEWater visitors center, and the Marina Barrage.
Upon successful graduation from the Singapore
Component, GSPP MPA and MPP students were
awarded a certificate of completion from the Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy.

GSPP FACULTY MEMBERS TOOK PART IN THE YICGG 2017

GSPP Dean Weng Tat Hui, Prof. Omer Baris and
Prof. Aziz Burkhanov took part as judges at the
Youth Innovation Competition on Global
Governance (YICGG). As the world’s first
international innovation competition on global
governance, YICGG serves as a channel to
encourage young people from various countries to
discuss global issues, and as a platform to inspire
them to engage in global governance.The final of
YICGG 2017 took place at the Nazarbayev
University in Astana, Kazakhstan with 66
university students from 32 countries.
GSPP Faculty members also met with scholars from the China Institute who were part of Fudan
delegation visiting Astana. During the meeting they discussed Kazakhstan's experience and strategies,
China-Kazakhstan relations, and cooperation between China and Kazakhstan.

Executive Education Department, Graduate School of Public Policy
Tel: (+7) 7172 70 91 56, email: execed.gspp@nu.edu.kz

